






should put our effort into 
planting churches in thelbe Lutheran 
mission fields. Churth In 

Sineap{)re Finally, you can expect 
The process of the the caring presence of a 
formation of two local bishop and a more 
national churches efficient national church 
out of the Lutheran administration to have a 

J "' 

Church in Malaysia & 
Singapore has come to its final stage. 
At this 24th Biennial Convention, 22-24 
Aug 97, the second reading of the 
constitution of the Lutheran Church in 
Malaysia (LCM) should ' be approved. 
The Executive Council of LCMS has 
set 1st January 1998 as the date on 
which the separate administrations of 
LCM and LCS will function. The first 
convention of LCS will be held on 30th 
October 1997 at Yishun Christian 
Church. We will elect our first Bishop, 
Secretary, Treasurer and other 
members of the Executive Council. 
We need to pray for an anointed 
leadership to lead us into the next 
millennium to fulfill our role in this 
nation and to impact the world. 

What does it mean to the members in 
JCC? Well , a lot of good can happen. 
We can be part of a vibrant Church 
where resources are shared to move 
us ahead into our divine destiny. In 
the areas of missions, we hope to 
network all the Lutheran Churches to 
reach out to the work on Nias, 
Indonesia. The Lutheran Church can 
also play a more active role on the 
national level towards the united effort 
to reach Singapore and ultimately to 
reach the unreached beyond our 
shores. Planting churches in Singa­
pore may not be easy but we can and 

faster and more 
powerful impact on the ministry of 
Jurong Christian Church. Of course, 
we will need to take responsibilities for 
the part we are expected to play in 
terms of finance, personnel and co­
operative effort. God has a wonderful 
future for us as a congregation in 
Jurong and as part of the larger 
Lutheran Church in Singapore. Let's 
pray to understand His will and fulfill 
His plans for His glory! Amen. 

BLESSED IS THE ONE WHO 
R.EADS THE WOR.DS..... 
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Rp ($1201-) a~ias missi()o 
month and a

trip rep()rt church worker is 
about 100,000­(4 - 13 July 97) 
200,000 Rp ($601­

by Michael Chris tian 
to $120/-) a month. It is estimated 
that only 50% of BNKP's members Nias is an island in the Indian 
have a copy of the Bible in Bahasa Ocean, which is situated off the 
Indonesia and even fewer in the western coast of Sumatra. It is 
Niasan dialect. An estimated 6.7 %about 65 x 25 miles. The Niasan 
of the population are Muslims and community was believed to have 
the Roman Catholics comprises ofbeen founded by a person called 
17%. Hija who first settled near the 

Susua river at Sifalago Gomo 
The BNKP, founded by GermanBoronadu, the center of the island. 
missionaries from VEM, becameThe first settlers were involved in 
independent in 1943. The Church rearing cattle and farming. 
is a fellow member of the VEM Presently, the economy depends 
(United Evangelical Mission) which mainly on agriculture and tourism. 
originated from Germany. The 
agency, with 6 members from the 

The BNKP (Benua Niha Keriso Reform and Lutheran Churches, 
Protestant) Church translated as has 33 members worldwide, 
"Community of the spanning across Africa 
Protestant Christian and Asia .. 
People" has about 
720 congregations The Niasan Church 
in the island, with experienced strong 
about 320,000 /' waves of spiritual 
members. It has ~" revival from 1916-1940,slightly more than a 3 ~ 1 '< p which saw the BNKP's 
100 pastors. The membership rise from 
BNKP has also 25 % to 90 %. How­
about 30 churches ever, in recent years, 
in Sibolga, a town in due to internal strife for 
Sumatra and 50 power there was a split 
other churches and it resulted in the 
scattered throughout emergence of 2 spli nter 
the rest of Sumatra. groups. Apparently, the 
A pastor receives about 200,000 leaders, at their recent conference, 
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had discussed the possibility of 
unity between the various groups. 

On 4th July 1997, Friday, at 10.30 
am, the team (Michael, Martin, 
Jimmy, Rovis, & Tze How) left 
Singapore on Garuda flight 940. 
The flight time was about 1 hour 
and on arrival at Polonia Airport, 
Medan, we were met by Benjamin 
Simorangkir, a pastor of a small 
congregation called Mercu Suar. 

Due to the unavailability of flight 
tickets to Nias, the five of us 
traveled by taxi to Sibolga, a 
coastal town on the western side of 
Sumatra, opposite Nias. The rough 
journey, which took more than 8 
hours (12.15-8.45 p.m.), included 
two stops, first was for fuel and 
then for lunch, before rounding the 
southern part of scenic Lake T oba 
to Sibolga. We spent the night at 
the Bundo Nanduang Losmen 
Rumah makan. 

The next morning, we left by the 
ferry "Penguin Success" (Jambo 
Jet) for Gunung Sitoli , the capital 
of Nias. The voyage 

to the house of Ibu Zega, a warm 
elderly lady of the BNKP, for lunch. 

That Sunday's morning service 
was at the BNKP Gunung Sitoli 
Church where Michael delivered 
the sennon which was interpreted 
by Rev. Uwe Hummel, a German 
co-worker with the BNKP. The rest 
of the team members were 
involved in mime, games and 
singing at the Sunday school at an 
adjoining building. 

After the service at Gunung Sitoli, 
we went to a rural church at Afia, 
about 15 minutes drive away. 
Jimmy preached there and we 
were later treated to a simple 
lunch. Since the pastor, comes 
once in three months to administer 
the Holy Communion, the laymen 
and elders play vital roles in the 
church. We were told that the 
church is supporting an orphan in 
the Home at Teluk Dalam. 

Later that day, we were at the 
BNKP Orudua Luaha Bo'ueo for 
another service and Jimmy again 

delivered the 
sermon. The team across the slightly 
later answeredchoppy straits was about 
several questions4 hours and on arrival, 
pertaining to thewe were met by Mr Laia. 
message, from the We then checked-in at 
members of thethe low budget Hawaii 
church. Hotel and after refreshing 

ourselves, we proceeded 

http:12.15-8.45


On Monday morning, we met with 
the Bishop and Synod of BNKP at 
Gunung Sitoli. 

Apparently from the first visit of 
Jeremy \fWAM) and Michael in 
January, Rev Gulo assumed that 
the support of orphanage project 
was confirmed and was concerned 
in the delay of the financial 
support. Michael however, 
reaffirmed that no decision, to the 
adoption of the project was made 
in January and that we in 
Singapore, has in no manner, 
agreed to adopt this project yet. 
He further explained to the 
committee that a deeper inter­
relationship between the two 
churches has first to be established 
before the higher authorities of the 
church in Singapore can be 
convinced to even consider the 
project. He emphasized that the 
procedure takes time, with a lot of 
discussions. 

Michael clarified 3 important 
matters that were asked by Rev 
Batek: 
1. 	 There is no direct link between 

Youth With A Mission \fWAM) 
and the Lutheran Church of 
Singapore, as far as working 
with BNKP is concerned. 

2. 	 Sources of fund from 
Singapore - can either be from 
the Lutheran Church of 
Singapore or from individual 
supporters. Support from the 

Churches in Singapore can 
only be requested next year in 
1998 as the LCS is in the 
process of splitting away from 
the LCMS. 

3. 	 The Singapore side proposed 
joint missions programs with 
the BNKP, to reach the 
"unreach" people groups in 
Indonesia. 

The Chairperson of the Sunday 
School Commission, Rev. Zega 
inquired about the system of the 
Sunday School in Singapore and 
he also asked for advice as to how 
the Sunday Schools of BNKP can 
be improved. Martin Yee and 
Jimmy Khoo offered some 
suggestions. 

After lunch, we were taken to the 
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site of a dilapidated dormitory at 
Tohia, which the BNKP hopes to 
renovate the building for the 
accommodation of about 60 
children, The blueprint for the 
renovation has already been drawn 
by a consultant and a copy has 
been given to the team. The 
renovation is estimated at 36.4 



million Rp ($21,666/-). To support 
a child is 65,000 Rp ($401-) per 
month or 700,000 Rp ($4801-) per 
year. Basic school is between three 
to six years. 

Also at T ohia is the theological 
center, and it offers training for the 
elders/preachers in subjects such 
as homiletics, exegesis and skills 
in reading the English Bible. 
Currently, a pastor has to serve to 
about 7 congregations at various 
locations. In the near future, the 
center hopes to have 1 full-time 
director and 2 full-time lecturers. 
Training is currently conducted by 
the Rev. Hummel and other senior 
pastors. 

The BNKP also runs a 
few junior high schools 
and a vocational high 
school which also has a 
technical workshop. The 
high school at T ohia i 
offers vocational training 
in accountancy, tourism 
and secretarial courses. It also has 
a general high school programme. 
Its vocational department has 40 
teachers of which 30 are part­
timers and 10 full-timers and there 
are about 700 students. The 
general high school department 
has 15 teachers and about 100 
students. The age of students 
ranges from 16 to 21 years old. 
The principal has a Bachelor 
Degree in Bahasa Indonesia and a 

Masters Degree in Education. He 
hopes to develop the school into an 
elite school" as was in the past, 
producing top influential Christian 
leaders in the government sectors. 

Later, Rev. Uwe Hummel invited 
us to his house, which is on top of 
a hill over looking the sea, for tea, 
and it was there that we 
experienced a tremor, reported ·by 
the Straits Times of Singapore (9th 
July), to measure 5.9 on the 
Richter scale. 

The following morning, in a rented 
vehicle, we made the trip to Teluk 
Dalam, a coastal town at the 
Southern tip of the island. Due to 

the poorly main­
tained mountainous 
roads, which have 
huge pot holes, the 
journey was winding 
and bumpy. Along 

, the way, we visited 
a BNKP congre­
gation at Tulum­

baho, of the Soliga district. Rovis 
& Tze How shared their 
testimonies and later Martin taught 
a lesson from the Bethel Series. 
The pastor of the church 
introduced to us a young orphan 
girl who has a sponsor to the Panti 
Ashunan (Orphanage) at Teluk 
Dalam. 

At another village, Hilinamazihono, 
42 km from Teluk Dalam, we were 



taken to the house of a poor widow 
and her 9 year old son. Moved by 
compassion, we revisited them on 
our way back to the capital and 
gave them a bag of rice, a tin of 
powdered milk and biscuits. 

At Teluk Dalam, we checked into 
the Sikomi Cottage, a low budget 
chalet, at Sorake Beach. This 
beach has one of the finest surfs in 
the world and attracts many 
surfers. Late that aftemoon as we 
arrived at the orphanage, several 
of them were at the entrance to 
welcome us. Dressed in their best, 
they sang some songs to greet us 
after Mr. Laia gave us a brief tour 
of the Home. 

Currently, it is the only existing 
BNKP orphanage (Panti Asuhan) in 
Nias, and it has 18 children. All of 
them are being sponsored by the 
BNKP. A social worker, whose 
salary is 90,000 Rp ($53/-) a month 
which is 60,000 Rp ($35/-) less 
than the salary of an average 
social worker in Indonesia, 
manages the home. The BNKP has 
plans to expand the Home, and 
together with YWAM (Indonesia), 
have managed to raise sufficient 
funds, from Singapore, to increase 
the present intake to a total of 40 
children. 

A source of income for the 
orphanage is from the rental of 
rooms to families working in the 

town. The total sum, which they 
receive monthly, is about 100,000 
Rp ($601-). Another source of 
income is from the sale of 
vegetables, which are grown by the 
children. This is normally done 
during the school holidays. 

On Wednesday morning, we 
headed back to Gunung Sitoli (9.00 
a.m.-1 .30 p.m.). That evening, we 
were treated to a humble dinner 
hosted by the Synod at its head 
office in Gunung Sitoli. On behalf 
of the team, Michael thanked them 
for their warm hospitality and 
assured the BNKP that the team 
will do its best to give a thorough 
report to the Lutheran Church of 
Singapore. Not to raise their hopes, 
he again reminded them that the 
task to raise the financial support 
for the Panti Ashuan will not be an 
easy thing. Encouragement and 
gifts were exchanged between the 
two parties before we bid the final 
farewell. 
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';!'rr,ntinued in the next issue - the visit to 

Acehnese Church. 














